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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1^ the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

P^S^s ' 3S originally filed 

pages ^ ^ filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 

I I the claims: 

P^S^s ^ , as originally filed 

pages ^ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

pages , filed with the demand 

Pag^s ^ filed ^vith the letter of 

I I the drawings: 

pages ^ ^ ^ as originally filed 

pages ^ , filed with the demand 

pages ^ ^ filed with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

P^g^^ , as originally filed 

P^g^^ . , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authorit>' in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is 

□ 

the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the intemational 

preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 
□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been fumished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 



been fumished. 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/fig , 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

' Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-9 



4-9 



1-3 



1-9 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-3 

Document 1 : JP, 10-53261, A (Suntory Ltd.), 24 Februaiy, 1998 (24.02.98), full text, Figs. 1-5 
Document 2: JP, 9-249254, A (Kanebo, Ltd.), 22 September, 1997 (22.09.97), page 4, left column, lines 
5-17, Fig. 1 

Document 1 describes a sealing label used for sealing a container consisting of a drum portion and a 
cap portion screwed to the drum portion, which consists of a lower area destined to cover said drum 
portion and an upper area destined to cover said cap portion, characterized by having (1) a horizontal 
perforation line (a) extending along the border between said upper area and said lower area and (b) 
consisting of cutting segments and non-cutting segments, and (2) an oblique perforation line (a) 
extending to obliquely cross said upper area from said upper area to said horizontal perforation line and 
(b) consisting of cutting segments and non-cutting segments. Furthermore, document 2 describes a 
technique of forming (1) a tab portion positioned at the edge of an upper area and (b) a perforation line 
extending from said tab portion to a horizontal perforation line. 

It is obvious to a person skilled in the art, (1) to apply the technique described in document 2 to the 
sealing label described in document 1 for improving the unsealing property, and (2) to form the oblique 
perforation line as a straight line or a downwardly convex curve. 

Claims 4-9 

The documents cited in the ISR neither describe nor suggest (1) the technique in which the non- 
cutting segment of the horizontal perforation line in the contact area between the Jiorizontal perforation 
line and the oblique perforation line is made longer than the non-cutting segments in the other area, (2) 
the technique in which a cutting segment of said oblique perforation line is made tangential to said 
longer non-cutting segment, (3) the technique in which an additional perforation line is formed into a V 
shape with said oblique perforation line, further from the contact point between said horizontal 
perforation line and said oblique perforation line, or (4) the technique in which the ratio of the length of 
cutting segments to the length of non-cutting segments of said oblique perforation line is made larger 
than the ratio of the length of cutting segments to the length of non-cutting segments of said horizontal 
perforation line. 
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